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Volunteer Role Description: Community Sewing Volunteer
Mend It, Don’t Rag It is an ethical and sustainable clothing project. The programme focuses on repairing, adapting, and upcycling donated clothing so it can be reused and enjoyed again, rather than being sent to landfill. It supports environmental sustainability while helping people learn practical skills and contribute to their local community.
Role Summary
Community Sewing Volunteers help repair, adapt, and upcycle donated clothing so it can be reused and sold, rather than going to landfill. By giving clothes a new life, volunteers support the environment, reduce textile waste, and help the local community.
This role is welcoming to people of all skill levels, including those with little or no sewing experience but a keen interest in learning. Volunteers are supported to build skills and confidence over time; however, it is important that volunteers are able to work independently for periods of time, follow instructions, and manage their own tasks once shown what to do.
Volunteering is offered at a pace that feels manageable, but this is not a one-to-one supported role, and volunteers need to feel comfortable taking responsibility for their own work.
What You Will Do
Tasks are matched to your starting level and interests. You may:
• Sort donated clothing into clear categories
• Repair simple items such as hems, seams, or add buttons
• Adapt or upcycle clothing into new or improved garments
• Use sewing machines or hand-sewing equipment (with support)
• Press, finish, and check garments for resale
• Help reduce textile waste and promote sustainable fashion
You can start at the level that feels comfortable:
• Beginner – little sewing experience, but a keen interest to sew
• Developing – some sewing confidence or skills, wanting to learn more
• Skilled – experienced with sewing and garment construction
You can move to the next level when you feel ready.



Support and Training
• Full induction and role-specific training provided
• Clear instructions and step-by-step guidance
• Supervision matched to your needs and confidence
• Quiet spaces and regular breaks available
• All equipment, tools, and materials provided
Volunteers are encouraged to share preferences around tasks, pace, communication style, and working environment.
Application and Getting Started
• A simple application form, with support if needed
• A friendly one-to-one chat to understand your skills, interests, and support needs
• This role requires a DBS check, which will be clearly explained and support provided
Time Commitment
• Flexible and agreed together
• Event days, taster sessions, or regular volunteering
• A six-week commitment for those volunteering regularly
• No pressure to commit long-term
What You Gain
• Sewing and repair skills
• Increased confidence and wellbeing
• Experience in sustainable fashion and textiles
• The chance to make a real environmental and community impact
How to get in touch
If you’re interested or want to find out more, email info@daisychainproject.co.uk
 or jane.main@daisychainproject.co.uk or speak to the team on (01642) 309644.
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